
 

 
The Hon Scott Morrison, MP 
Prime Minister of Australia 
 
The Hon Anthony Albanese, MP 
Leader of the Opposition 
 
All members of the House and Senate Crossbench 
 
Cc. Leader of the House, The Hon Christian Porter, MP 
 

2 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition and House and Senate colleagues, 
  
I write to urge you to support the establishment of a Parliamentary Select Committee to oversee the 
Australian Government’s response to the COVID-19 crisis.   
  
As you are aware, Parliament has authorised the expenditure of huge amounts of money and 
granted the Government extraordinary discretionary powers under the Coronavirus Omnibus 
Legislation package, in order to react swiftly to the ever-evolving COVID-19 challenge.  Parliament 
will likely be enacting further legislative changes relating to the Government’s wages subsidy policy 
announcement and it is possible there will be further announcements in the coming weeks and 
months.  
 
The first tranche of legislation passed in a very short period of time and without the usual processes 
of Parliamentary and public scrutiny. I expect the same will happen with further legislation.  
 
Further, the government has cancelled the usual sittings of Parliament until August, depriving 
members of the opportunity to advocate in Parliament for additional measures that may be needed 
for their constituencies and to scrutinise government spending. 
 
In the likely absence of usual Parliamentary business in the coming months, and given the amount of 
public money being spent, the sweeping changes to Australian law and the need to get the measures 
and their implementation right for the Australian people, it is critical that there continues to be 
strong oversight and scrutiny. 
  
In the spirit of working together to provide the best response to COVID-19, I hope that you will 
support the Greens’ call for a Joint Parliamentary Select Committee on the Government’s Response 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
  
We believe such a Committee will not only be beneficial to ensuring the government’s response is fit 
for purpose, but also crucial to maintaining the Australian public’s trust in Government expenditure. 
I note that the New Zealand Parliament established a similar committee on 25 March 2020. 
  



 

Below are our suggested Terms of Reference for the Select Committee, and I welcome the 
opportunity to discuss them further to secure your support. 
  
Terms of Reference: 
  
That a Joint Select committee, to be known as the Joint Select Committee on the Government’s 
Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, be established to consider and report on any matter relating to 
the Government’s management of the COVID-19 pandemic, and that; 
  

a)      Being mindful in the exercise of its powers not to significantly divert resources from tackling 
the pandemic, the Committee have the power to send for persons, papers and records;  

b)      The committee be chaired by a non-Government Member or Senator;  
c)       The committee will consist of 11 members to be nominated in writing by parties as follows: 

Liberal and National Parties four, Australian Labor Party three, Australian Greens one, and 
three non-aligned Members or Members of the Senate crossbench;  

d)      A member nominated to represent a party may be permanently replaced by another member 
of that party, by that party’s leader or whip notifying the President in writing. 

  
I request that this committee be established in next week’s sitting of Parliament. If we are able to 
reach agreement on the Committee’s terms of reference before that date, then the motion could be 
moved by the Government and passed without delaying any other business.  
 
I look forward to discussing this matter with you further. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
  

 
 
Adam Bandt MP 
Leader of the Australian Greens 
 
 


