
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hon. Scott Morrison, MP 
Prime Minister of Australia 
 
Via email  

24 July 2020 
 
Dear Prime Minister,  
 
I write to you regarding the urgent need for paid pandemic sick leave for Australian workers and to seek your 
support to urgently pass the Greens’ Fair Work Amendment (COVID-19) Bill 2020 when parliament resumes.  
 
The danger of transmitting COVID-19 in the workplace has been known for many months. In May, the then Deputy 
Chief Medical Officer Paul Kelly said “there are a number of workplaces around Australia where there are 
disincentives for people to stay at home when they are sick...that can be financial, it can be a workplace culture. Just 
to make this very clear...people coming to work when they are sick puts others at risk”. We have seen this in Victoria 
where the Premier has advised that up to 80% of new cases since May can be attributed to transmission occurring in 
the workplace.  
 
Every worker should be able to self-isolate or quarantine when they’re sick or waiting for their test results, however 
millions of workers do not have access to paid sick leave, potentially forcing them into an unacceptable position of 
having to choose between their health or their livelihood.  
 
Providing paid COVID-19 sick-leave to all workers will slow the spread of the disease and help prevent future 
outbreaks. Recognising the situation many employers find themselves in, the government should help employers 
meet the cost of providing such leave. There is clearly a role and responsibility for the government to support 
businesses and their employees to adhere to the public health requirements being asked of them. The more 
successful we are as a community in responding to these challenges, the lower the cost of this measure to the 
government. 
 
In May, the Greens’ introduced a bill in the Senate, the Fair Work Amendment (COVID-19) Bill 2020. The bill would 
provide 14 days’ paid sick leave to all workers affected by COVID-19. The bill is limited to COVID-19 and does not 
seek to make any broader changes. I seek your support to pass this bill through both houses immediately upon 
Parliament resuming. I am open to discussing any amendments to this bill to enable its passage through the 
Parliament. Although there are many areas where we disagree, I hope that this practical measure to tackle the 
common threat of COVID-19 is one that can obtain the support of all sides of Parliament and swiftly become law. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
  

 
 
Adam Bandt MP 
Leader of the Australian Greens  
 
Cc. The Hon. Anthony Albanese, Leader of the Opposition   
 


