
GREENS IN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT
DIVERSITY IS OUR STRENGTH

POLITICAL FINANCE REFORM
The Greens have been a consistent voice to clean up the 
culture of money politics, to improve the financial disclosure 
of political donations and election campaign expenditure, 
and to establish an anti-corruption commission.

The majority of Councillors are honest, but we need 
safeguards in place to limit the potential for corruption. 

Many of the illegal activities that get exposed are linked with 
donors who hope to gain some benefit in return for financial 
or in-kind donations to candidates or political parties.

In NSW, strong campaigning by the Greens and community 
groups has won a total ban on donations from developers 
and the alcohol, tobacco and gambling-for-profit industries 
in State elections.

The Australian Greens support similar electoral funding 
reform at all levels of government.

ONE VOTE, ONE VALUE
The Greens have strongly opposed a new law in NSW that 
gives corporations two votes at City of Sydney local elections. 
The law also transfers responsibility for elections from the 
independent NSW Electoral Commission to the City of 
Sydney.

NSW Greens MP and Local Government spokesperson David 
Shoebridge has argued that corporations should never have 
a single vote in council elections, let alone two.

The Greens will continue to work with Sydney locals to fight 
the new laws, which give corporations an unfair influence in 
local politics.

CONSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION
The Greens have been working for recognition of local 
government in the Australian Constitution since 2009, 
when the High Court of Australia ruled that direct federal 
funding of local government programs is unconstitutional.

Since then, the future has been uncertain for federal 
programs that reduce energy costs, fund transport 
infrastructure, and help councils invest in regional 
development.

The Greens remain committed to holding a referendum 
for the constitutional recognition of local government. 
We have been working alongside the Australian Local 
Government Association representing Councils and Shires 
nationally to build support for constitutional recognition.

Leichhardt
In Leichhardt, Greens Councillors have created a more 
open Council, better childcare and library services, 
improved transport, leaner energy initiatives, new sports 
fields, extra e-waste services and expanded pedestrian 
access and cycle-ways.

Leichhardt Council is led by Greens Mayor Rochelle 
Porteous and Deputy Mayor Daniel Kogoy. Rochelle and 
Daniel have been focusing on the Bays Precinct, the Callan 
Park Masterplan, and other community projects.

Rochelle, Daniel, and the Greens are also standing up to 
the NSW government’s cuts to women’s services, which 
have had a major impact on Leichhardt. They are speaking 
out against the proposed WestConnex motorway.

Hobart
Since being elected to Hobart City Council in 2005, Helen 
Burnet has championed a broad range of social and 
environmental issues affecting the Tasmanian community, 
including people-focussed urban design, regional 
planning, care of waterways, heritage and the arts.

Helen’s priorities for her next term include urban 
rejuvenation and building Hobart’s urban transport hub.

Helen Burnet is focused on building Hobart’s urban transport hub
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Greens Councillors are united by a shared commitment to 
grassroots democracy and genuine community involvement. 
Early Greens Councillors championed processes that are 
now taken for granted, such as the disclosure of Councillors’ 
pecuniary interests and the right of local citizens to address 
council meetings.

Many Greens Councillors have served 
as Mayors and Deputy Mayors in 
places like Leichhardt, Byron Shire, 
Fremantle, and many more.

GREENS COUNCILLORS 
WORKING FOR COMMUNITIES 
ACROSS AUSTRALIA

twitter.com/leerhiannon

facebook.com/lee.rhiannon

Greens Councillors serve on Councils and Shires across Australia. Their 
achievements are diverse and are delivering significant benefits beyond 
their immediate local government area.

INTRODUCTION 

Today there are more than 80 Greens Councillors in Australia. More than half are 
women. One of those women, Jan Barham from Byron Bay, was Australia’s first 
popularly-elected Greens Mayor.

Dominic Wy Kanak from Waverley in NSW was the first elected Indigenous Greens 
Councillor. 

The Greens are represented on many rural and regional Councils, from Armidale, 
Orange and Wagga Wagga in NSW to Colac Otway in Victoria and Huon Valley in 
Tasmania.

FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT THE GREENS

GREENS.ORG.AU
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Northern Territory
Robin Knox, elected to Darwin City 
Council in 2010, has served as Deputy 
Mayor, and has advanced many Greens 
initiatives, including improved and 
expanded recycling services and 
facilities. In 2012 she was joined by 
Simon Niblock on Council.

Another boost for the Northern 
Territory was the election of Greens 
Councillor Jade Kudrenko to Alice 
Springs Town Council in 2012.

Canada Bay
Pauline Tyrrell has represented the 
Greens on Canada Bay Council since 
2000, including serving three terms 
as Deputy Mayor. She advocates 
for initiatives such as the Council’s 
bushcare program, affordable housing 
and community gardens.

Active in local environmental and 
social support committees, Pauline 
is concerned with ecological 
sustainability, waste management, 
Parramatta River catchment, disability 
access and community centres. 

Pauline is always lobbying for better 
public transport and supporting local 
campaigns against inappropriate 
development. She has long 
campaigned against the controversial 
WestConnex motorway.

Waverley
Dominic Wy Kanak is the first 
Greens Indigenous Deputy Mayor 
of Waverley. Since being elected 
in 1999, Dominic has championed 
reconciliation in the Bondi area. 
He visits primary schools and 
helped found the Pauline McLeod 
Reconciliation Award, named after 
one of the first Aboriginal storytellers 
on ABC TV’s Play School. 

Waverley Council marks the 
anniversary of the tragic death 
of a young Aboriginal man, T.J. 
Hickey, killed in a police chase in 
2004. As Chair of the Public Safety 
Committee, Dominic seeks to ensure 
the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody are implemented at a local 
level.

Ballarat
Belinda Coates has been a City of 
Ballarat Councillor since 2012. Belinda 
champions environmental issues, 
sustainable transport, social inclusion, 
diversity and community wellbeing.

As a Councillor, Belinda has been 
a passionate advocate of public 
transport in Ballarat. She has supported 
the Public Transport Users Association’s 
call to seek priority upgrades to 
public transport, cycling and walking 
infrastructure.

Belinda has also worked with Victorian 
Greens leader Greg Barber to lobby the 
Victorian government for more train 
services for Ballarat.

Newcastle
Councillors Therese Doyle and Michael 
Osborne have fought to have the 
Newcastle community’s voice heard 
against plans to cut the Newcastle rail 
line, privatise the port, and allow high-
rise development in the city’s heritage 
centre.

The Greens have been instrumental 
in having both the Lord Mayor 
sign onto an “Open Government 
Reform Package” designed to restore 
community confidence in the office 
of Lord Mayor and ensure the highest 
level of transparency, accountability 
and probity in the city’s governance.

The Greens councillors have also been 
successful in having some of the worst 
decisions of the Council rescinded, 
including council support for the rail 
truncation and inner-city high-rise.

Wollongong
The Illawarra Greens have been 
campaigning for a container deposit 
scheme, with Councillors Jill Merrin 
and George Takacs leading the work 
on Wollongong City Council.

The Council has unanimously backed 
a motion supporting a containter 
deposit scheme, and written to the 
Premier and state ministers urging 
them to initiate a scheme similar to the 
one operating in South Australia.

City of Sydney
Since 2008, Councillor Irene Doutney 
has worked with local communities to 
protect people on low incomes from 
being foreced out of Sydney through 
the lack of affordable house and public 
housing sell offs. Her advocacy for 
public housing tenants has achieved 
great outcomes for residents who are 
fighting their landlord for maintenance 
in the face of neglect. 

As a lover of the natural environments, 
Irene has fought to protect and care for 
the City’s urban habitat. She instigated 
a move to bring an Ecology Officer 
into City Council processes to ensure 
that local flora and fauna has its own 
representative on staff. 

City of Melbourne
Greens on Melbourne City Council are 
the champions of Melbourne’s live 
music scene. After the pivotal SLAM 
rallies in 2010, Councillor Cathy Oke 
instigated the first Music Strategy and 
the first Melbourne Music Week.

This year, Music Week turns five, and 
since its inception has featured over 
1,000 artists across 450 events and 
120 locations. The Music Strategy was 
renewed by a new advisory committee 
of leaders in the music industry, 
chaired by Councillor Rohan Leppert.

The Greens have also pushed through 
increases to the heritage protection 
of the Palace Theatre on Bourke Street 
which is currently under threat of 
demolition; led the renaming of a CBD 
laneway to ‘Amphlett Lane’ and funded 
new programs to directly support 
Melbourne’s arts organisations to 
become more sustainable.

Canterbury
As a councillor on Canterbury 
Council for 6 years, I have worked 
for the community, local business 
and the environment. Some of my 
many successes as the solo Green: 
a renewable energy project for the 
region; community consultation 
on Ewan Park community building; 
squalor and hoarding policy; support 
for resident issues whether a DA 
or footpath damage; community 
gardens. I have been a vocal 
representative working to improve 
transparency and fairness for 
all. I believe in honest and open 
communication with residents; 
ensuring all are cared for; a green, safe 
and sustainable environment. That 
philosophy directs all my actions.

Fremantle
Uranium mining in Western Australia 
has been approved. Community 
resistance to Fremantle Port being 
used for uranium export has been 
bolstered since Brad Pettit’s election as 
Mayor in 2009. Brad is the first Green 
to serve as Mayor of Fremantle, and is 
already of one of the Greens longest 
serving Mayors.

Brad has also championed action on 
homelessness and affordable housing 
programs, and has held forums with 
students and community groups to 
tackle these issues in Fremantle.

Byron Shire
Byron Bay is home to the Greens’ first 
popularly-elected mayor, Jan Barham, 
who is now a Greens NSW MP. In 2012, 
Councillor Simon Richardson followed 
Jan’s footsteps to become Mayor of 
Byron Shire Council.

Byron Greens councillors are focused 
on ensuring a sustainable planning 
system, delivering key infrastructure 
and protecting residents’ rights. The 
Greens are strong supporters of the 
Council’s planned retreat policy, which 
encourages a more responsible use 
of the coast to manage the impact of 
climate change.

Irene Doutney at a rally opposing the sale of 
public housing in Millers Point

Dominic Wy Kanak and Bob Brown at Bondi

Councillors Michael Osborne and Therese 
Doyle (far right) attend a smoking ceremony at 
Enterprise Park

Councillor Belinda Coates and Victorian Greens 
leader Greg Barber have called for more train 
services for Ballarat.

Councillors Rohan Leppert and Cathy Oke have 
championed live music in Melbourne.

Linda Eisler is the first Green to serve on 
Canterbury Council.

Mayor Brad Pettit on Fremantle Dock

Simon Richardson is the Mayor of Byron Shire

Councillor Pauline Tyrell at the Canada Bay 
bushcare planting day

GREEN COMMUNITIES
AROUND AUSTRALIA
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