
Lee’s office is based in Sydney. We also have an office in 
Canberra for when Parliament sits.

Lee welcomes meetings with organisations and  
constituents.  Please contact us to make an appointment.

72 Campbell St, Surry Hills, Sydney  
(walking distance from Central Station)
Sydney (02) 9211 9523
Canberra (02) 6277 3496
email senator.rhiannon@aph.gov.au
web lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au

To receive regular updates from Lee’s office visit 
http://lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/signup
To keep up with the work of the Greens in federal 
parliament visit 
http://greensmps.org.au
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A Message from Lee

As the major parties fight amongst themselves, the 
Greens continue to stand strong as the consistent  
and progressive voice in Australian politics.  

It’s more urgent than ever to take on the big polluters 
and tackle global warming, to work for the rights of 
the most vulnerable people in need, and to protect 
the environment for future generations.

It’s great to be part of the federal Greens team as we 
build on our proven track record of achievements in 
parliament and the community, and advocate for a 
more caring Australia.

Lee Rhiannon 
Greens Senator for NSW

NSW commuters lose out

2013 Budget:  What’s in it?

lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au twitter.com/ 
leerhiannon

facebook.com/ 
lee.rhiannon

Lee holds the following portfolios in federal parliament:

• Animal Welfare
• Democracy - www.democracy4sale.org
• Forests
• Higher Education - unicutshurt.org.au
• Local Government
• Transport
• Overseas Aid and Development
• Women

Lee actively campaigns on climate change and the 
transition to a low carbon future, and a wide range of 
other federal issues affecting NSW.

Women still waiting
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The 2013 Federal Budget included some major reforms 
that will benefit many Australians, including the Gonksi 
Schools plan and the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme, which the Greens proudly supported.  

But Labor’s political surplus target and failure to close 
mining tax loopholes resulted in under-investment in 
education, with no new money for skills training and 
savage cuts to universities.  

It slashed thousands of public sector jobs and hurt vul-
nerable Australians, such as the single parenting payment 
cuts.  The Greens will increase Newstart by $50.

On International Women’s Day this year Lee called on the 
government to get behind twelve priority areas to help 
advance women’s equity and build an Abbott-proof fence.

There was no money in the budget for our first priority 
to re-establish the Office for the Status of Women within 
Prime Minister and Cabinet, or to further close the gender 
pay gap.  See the list of priorities on Lee’s website.   

The budget made record investment in public transport, 
with $4.2 billion awarded to new commuter rail projects 
in Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide, but the Labor 
government failed NSW commuters.   

Sydney got the booby prize with $2.2 billion of public 
money used to prop up two new private motorways that 
will increase tolls for Sydney motorists and induce more 
traffic congestion.  Lee and Balmain MP Jamie Parker are 
working to secure public transport funds.  



Lee initiated a Senate inquiry into Australia’s aid 
program in Afghanistan, which revealed significant 
concerns about the militarisation of aid delivered 
by the Defence Force, particularly in the Uruzgan 
Province.  Too often aid was spent with an eye to win 
‘hearts and minds’ rather than improve lives.

Afghanistan remains one of the poorest and least 
developed countries in the world. As our troops 
withdraw over the coming transition decade it is 
critical that Australia’s aid is targeted to make a real 
difference to the lives of Afghan people.

Lee has introduced the  
Greens’ Overseas Aid 
(Millennium Development 
Goals) Bill that will 
commit the government 
to giving 0.7% in overseas 
aid to help reduce global 
poverty.  

The bill also establishes 
an Independent Office of 
Aid Effectiveness.  

Uni Cuts Hurt - help stop $2.3 billion university funding cuts

A referendum on Local Government recognition

The Greens have worked hard on the campaign for a  
referendum to be held at the same time as the 2013 federal 
election so that Australians can decide if we should  
recognise local government in the constitution.

Councils provide a wide range of government services in 
their local community.  Following two recent high court 
decisions, constitutional recognition is needed to ensure 
that the federal government can continue funding important 
council programs, such as Roads to Recovery.  

Lee is the Australian Greens local government spokesperson. 

Sick of Coal? Air Pollution Inquiry in the Hunter
People in the NSW Hunter Valley are sick of the adverse 
health impacts the coal industry has on their community.  

Dozens of open cut coal mines, stock piles of coal awaiting 
export at Newcastle Port and countless uncovered coal 
trains chugging along rail lines are creating a growing 
legacy of respiratory problems and health concerns 
related to coal dust.

In April Lee joined Greens senators Richard Di Natale and 
Rachel Siewert in Newcastle for an Air Pollution Senate 
Inquiry hearing initiated by the Greens to give voice to 
community concerns.  Lee and Richard also met with local 
residents and held a great public meeting.

In May Lee joined Greens leaders Christine Milne and Adam 
Bandt to launch the Greens’ unicutshurt.org.au campaign 
to stop Labor’s recent $2.3 billion cuts to university funding, 
which the Coalition also supports.

A well-funded universal education system is vital for fairness 
and wellbeing in our society.  These cuts threaten the job 
security and working conditions of university staff. They hurt 
uni students who shouldn’t be saddled with huge debts or 
have to work long hours while they are studying.

Sign up to support the campaign today - unicutshurt.org.au

A Voice for Animals

Greens move to end poverty 

Spotlight on aid to Afghanistan

Lee and animal welfare activists gathered outside a 
community cabinet meeting in May to call for a ban 
on live exports.  Lee introduced the Greens’ Voice 
for Animals Bill to establish an Independent Office 
of Animal Welfare to oversee federal animal welfare 
issues including the live export industry. 


