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Josephites plead for voices of humanity and reason in latest 

asylum seeker chaos 
 
‘When will the women and men of compassion and reason in our political parties be heard 
so that Australia's response to those seeking asylum will at last be humane?’ asks Josephite 
leader, Sr Anne Derwin, in response to measures enacted this week to discriminate further 
against people fleeing to Australia for refuge. 
 
‘We know from past experience that the most effective way of saving lives and stopping the 
boats is to bring people to Australia by plane, and to process them quickly and humanely on 
shore. Australia did it in the seventies when we took in 200,000 Vietnamese people who 
were desperate for a new start in a new land. Surely we can do it again!’ 
 
‘Our experiences as Josephites over the past few months with asylum seekers who are 
already in the community, have demonstrated clearly how very difficult life is for them,’ 
continued Sr Anne.  ‘No work rights, extremely limited available housing, language and 
cultural difficulties and an allowance of $219.20 a week without any concessions, means 
that quality of life is almost impossible without generous community support. Now the 
bridging visas with the constant threat of offshore transfer will exacerbate the distress 
already being felt by these most vulnerable people who seek only safety and a fair go.’  
 
‘We continue to grieve for those who are suffering enormously because of the actions of a 
Government which plays with people’s lives. 

‘Human life, human rights and compassion must be placed ahead of political expediency.’ 

Contact:  
Jan Barnett rsj  
0403 634 534 
Josephite Justice Coordinator 

 

 

 

#### 
The Josephite Justice Office is a ministry of the Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand Congregations 
of the Sisters of St Joseph. We educate, advocate and work for justice, for earth and people, 
especially those pushed to the edges. To find out more about the Sisters of St Joseph, visit 
www.sosj.org.au 
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PO Box 1508 North Sydney NSW 2059 

 


