
Canberra

• Climate change could threaten the ACT’s water supply, 
with reduced rainfall and runoff into the ACT’s Cotter and 
Googong catchments.

• Decreases in annual runoff are also projected in the ACT 
region of up to 20 per cent by 2030 and 50 per cent by 
2070.

• The ACT could experience rising temperatures and more 
extreme hot days as a result of climate change - the 
annual average number of days over 35 degrees Celsius in 
Canberra could increase to 26 days.

• Canberra is at risk of bushfires. By 2020, the number of 
days with very high or extreme fire danger could increase to 
up to 29 days. By 2050, days with very high or extreme fire 
danger could increase to as many as 38 days.

Northern Territory

• Hotter weather and drier conditions could lead to extreme 
and more frequent fire behaviour.

• The fire season will start earlier and end later. There will be 
an increased fire frequency in the region and more areas 
will be burned.

• Darwin could experience riverine flooding and more intense 
cyclonic activity. Impacts on the city’s infrastructure are 
expected to be extreme.

• The territory will experience more variable rainfall, stronger 
winds, and droughts, leading to more extreme weather 
events and major threats to port infrastructure on the  
NT coast.

• In Alice Springs, the number of hot days over 35 degrees 
Celsius is expected to increase to up to 182 by 2070.

• In Darwin, the number of days over 35 degrees Celsius 
could increase by to up to 69 by 2030 and up to 308 by 
2070. Coupled with Darwin’s high humidity in the wet 
season, this could have major health implications.
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