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MYTH: ‘The climate has always fluctuated. These variations 
in temperature are normal.’

FACT: The earth’s climate has changed many times over the 
last 4.5million years as a result of many factors including 
variations in the sun, volcanic activity and the earth’s orbit. 
These natural causes that have lead to the warming and 
cooling of the earth simply demonstrate that the earth is 
sensitive to certain changes. Just as they have analysed 
changes in the past, scientists are able to monitor and 
track what causes the warming and cooling of the earth 
today. Since the Industrial Revolution, CO2 emissions have 
increased by 40% largely due to the burning of fossil fuels. 
This is causing an unprecedentedly rapid warming of the 
earth. 

MYTH: ‘Global warming has stopped. We are experiencing  
a “pause”.’

FACT: Some climate skeptics have tried to argue that global 
warming has “flat lined” over the last 15 years by looking at 
surface temperatures which suggest that the hottest year 
worldwide on record was 1998. Firstly, this ignores the fact 
that the 10 hottest years on record have all occurred from 
1998 onwards. And also, only 2% of “extra heat” produced 
ends up in the atmosphere, of the other 98% about 90%  
of it goes into the oceans which continue to warm

MYTH: ‘The science isn’t settled.’

FACT: 97% of scientists agree that anthropogenic climate 
change is real. Academies of Science from 19 different 
countries all endorse the consensus that most of the global 
warming in recent decades can be attributed to human 
activities. 

MYTH: ‘Australia has always had drought and bushfire. 
Nothing has changed.’

FACT: Australia has always been prone to bushfires and hot, 
dry weather but the frequency and severity of conditions 
has increased over the past thirty years due to climate 
change. Heatwaves are becoming hotter and more 
frequent and some parts of Australia are becoming drier 
(particularly in the South) increasing the likelihood of high 
fire danger weather. As fire seasons are becoming longer, 

the opportunity to safety conduct hazard reduction burns  
is shrinking. Conditions have changed so dramatically,  
that an additional category had to be added to the  
Forest Fire Danger Index - “Catastrophic”. 

MYTH: ‘Carbon dioxide is not a pollutant, it is necessary  
for life.’

FACT: Many naturally occurring substances can be safe in 
certain quantities and fall into the definition of a “pollutant” 
in excessive amounts. The US Supreme Court found that 
carbon dioxide, as a greenhouse gas, could endanger  
public health and public welfare, and thus be regulated  
as a pollutant. 

MYTH: ‘Australia contributes only 1.5 % of the world’s  
total carbon emissions so any reduction in our emissions  
is inconsequential.’

FACT: Australia comprises 0.3% of the global population 
but are responsible for 1.5% of global emissions. So to 
contribute our fair share, we would need to bring our global 
share of emissions down to at least 0.3%.

 We live in an interconnected world, action on climate 
change is at the forefront of global discussions and 
agreements and the influence of countries such as 
Australia, the USA, the European Union are considerable 
on the ambition and expectations of our global neighbours. 
Many (particularly developing) countries have emission 
reduction targets in place that are conditional on the 
efforts of countries who historically are responsible for 
the climate change (countries like Australia and the USA). 
Australia’s actions have a considerable political influence 
on our global neighbours, particularly in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

MYTH: ‘The carbon price is increasing household electricity 
bills and harming small business.’ 

FACT: There is about a $10 impact per week on the average 
Australian household. This increase was fully compensated 
by two reductions in income tax, the second of which has 
been scrapped by the Abbott government. While electricity 
prices around the country have been going up (except in 
Tasmania) this is overwhelmingly because of upgrades to 
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There are numerous myths and downright lies being bandied 
about regarding climate change, and its causes. We’ve collected 
some of the most popular myths, along with facts that you can 
use to help bust them. Happy myth busting!



the pole and wire infrastructure that get passed through 
to our bills — but not because of the price on pollution. 
The Abbott Government has purposely tried to confuse 
people for his own political reasons. He refuses to promise 
that energy prices will come down if the carbon price is 
abolished — because it is highly unlikely that they will.

MYTH: ‘The clean energy laws aren’t even working.’

FACT: Australia’s National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
released an update in October that demonstrated the clean 
energy laws are working to reduce emissions and increase 
the production of renewable energy. Our economy grew 
while emissions stayed the same, meaning we are doing 
more with less pollution. The price on pollution largely 
operates on the electricity sector — and we have seen a 
reduction og 6.1% of emissions from this sector. Emissions 
are increasing in transport and agriculture which is not 
covered by the price on pollution. The biggest increase 
(13%) is from fugitive emissions leaked from coal mines 
and coal seam gas fields. The government should be 
cutting down on them, but instead they want to give the 
big mining companies even more money by scrapping the 
carbon price.

MYTH: ‘Australia’s price on pollution is higher than the rest  
of the world, we’re out of step.’

FACT: Australia is lagging behind our global counterparts 
who are implementing emission reduction schemes that 
are in keeping with what the scientists and economists 
recommend as the most effective way to tackle dangerous 
global warming. 33 countries have implemented a carbon 
price and, according to the OECD a price on pollution is 
the most effective and economically efficient way to bring 
down emissions. Even China has recently announced that  
it plans to roll out a levy on carbon emissions. 

MYTH: ‘There is no viable alternative to coal.’

FACT: Australia is one of the sunniest and windiest countries 
in the world - we have a sustainable, safe, unlimited 
alternative to coal: renewable energy. There is a common 
misconception that renewable energy is not capable of 
meeting baseload energy demands. Australia is the world’s 
highest emitter per capita largely because we use our 
energy inefficiently. For example, even though demand 
for electricity decreases during the night, because old, 
coal power stations are difficult and slow to power up and 
power down we leave them running at a high capacity even 
when its not necessary. Baseload demand can be reduced 
by making our production and consumption of electricity 
more efficient. 

 Using a combination of renewable energy technologies, 
Australia will be able to meet baseload demands using 
renewable energy. Concentrated solar thermal technology 
is just as reliable as coal power. In Australia, wind power 
is the cheapest form of renewable energy but is often 
criticised for being intermittent and unreliable. Whilst true 
that the output from any individual wind farm is subject to 
fluctuations, the output from numerous stations that are 
spread out geographically is far more reliable. 
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