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As an island nation, Australia is incredibly fortunate to be free of 
many pests and diseases that cause untold damage to human 
health, agriculture and the environment in other countries.  

Now, climate change and the large increase in the movement of 
people and goods around the world are creating serious 
challenges for our biosecurity.  

At the same time we are facing a looming shortage of highly 
qualified plant and animal pest and disease professionals. 

It is time to prepare Australia for the increasing challenges to 
our biosecurity this century. 
 
 
> PUTTING SCIENCE & INDEPENDENCE 
FRONT AND CENTRE FOR BIOSECURITY  

The Australian Greens will: 

 Create a National Biosecurity Commission, a decision-
making panel of eminent biosecurity experts charged 
with making the key decisions to best protect Australia 
from new pests and diseases.  

 Create a National Biosecurity Authority, a statutory, 
independent and expertise-based organisation tasked 
with the day to day management of Australia’s national 
biosecurity system and advising the Biosecurity 
Commission. 

 Provide the resources necessary to ensure that the 
new Biosecurity Authority has the technical capability it 
will require to perform its functions and support the 
Biosecurity Commission. We estimate an additional $5-
10m a year on top of redirecting resources from the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry that 
are currently being utilised for biosecurity outcomes. 

 

 

 > WHY WE NEED A NEW BIOSECURITY 
AUTHORITY  

Australia’s natural biosecurity advantage has helped protect our 
community from many diseases and pests that cause illness and 
death overseas. 

 It means our farmers can access export markets with their 
clean produce, and use less chemicals to control pests and 
diseases, benefiting us all.  

Stopping the incursion of exotic pests and diseases is critical to 
conserving our unique environment and wildlife. 

Generally Australia has had a strong biosecurity system, but it 
has become more vulnerable because of the significant increase 
in the movement of people and goods around the world. 

Climate change adds a new dimension to the problem.  

The impacts of a warming world include a rise in threats from 
new pests and diseases, as changed conditions allow them to 
spread further and adapt to live in places that previously they 
have not been able to survive.  

For these reasons, it has long been recognised that Australia’s 
biosecurity system needs to be overhauled to meet the 
challenges of the 21

st
 century. 

Two comprehensive reviews of Australia’s biosecurity 
arrangements have been undertaken in the last 15 years. Both 
recommended that biosecurity decision-making, oversight and 
technical capability should be independent of government

1
.  

This recommendation has wide cross-sectoral support. 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/931609/report-single.pdf 

EXPERT, INDEPENDENT, TRANSPARENT 
A NATIONAL BIOSECURITY AUTHORITY 
The Greens’ plan for keeping Australia free of new pests and diseases 

Australia needs an independent, expertise-based 
Biosecurity Authority to meet the challenges of 
protecting us from pests and diseases in a world 
facing climate change. 

http://daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/931609/report-single.pdf


 

Printed and authorised by Senator Christine Milne, Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600.    Page 2 of 2 

The most recent and highly regarded Beale Review 
recommended the creation of a Biosecurity Commission and 
National Biosecurity Authority, and this proposal is widely 
supported.  The Greens will implement this key 
recommendation. 

> BUILDING OUR EXPERTISE AND 
PREPAREDNESS 

We must do everything we can to keep every pest and disease 
that threatens Australia from coming here. We must increase 
our capability, and importantly, ensure we have the scientific 
expertise to maintain a world-class biosecurity system. 

One of the reasons Australia has had such a good biosecurity 
system for so many years is that we made sure we had the 
scientists and other experts to guide us. Now, we are facing a 
major loss of such expertise as many professionals reach 
retirement. 

At the same time Australia’s overall investment in biosecurity 
expertise across state and federal governments has not 
addressed this looming shortfall.  

To have the best biosecurity system we can, we need to attract, 
train and retain new experts, including providing career paths.  

That means creating a world class expertise-based statutory 
authority – the Biosecurity equivalent of the Bureau of 
Meteorology.  

> THE ROLE OF THE NATIONAL 
BIOSECURITY COMMISSION 

The National Biosecurity Commission will comprise seven 
members who will be selected on the basis of their proven 
expertise in natural sciences related to risks of pests and 
diseases in plants, animals and humans; risk assessment and 
management; ecology; agricultural and food production; and 
economic assessments. 

With direction on the Appropriate Level of Protection (ALOP) 
from the Minister, the Commission will be responsible for 
undertaking Biosecurity Import Risk Analyses, with technical 
assistance from the Biosecurity Authority. 

The Commission will also provide expert advice to the National 
Biosecurity Authority on biosecurity policy generally.  

 

 

> THE ROLE OF THE NATIONAL 
BIOSECURITY AUTHORITY 

As recommended by the Beale Review, the Authority will 
incorporate the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
(AQIS), and the other key divisions of the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry currently engaged in 
biosecurity matters (they include Biosecurity Australia, and 
parts of the Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health such as 
the Chief Veterinary Officer and the Chief Plant Protection 
Officer). 

Additionally it will receive increased resourcing to ensure that it 
can recruit the necessary expertise to boost national capacity 
across the board, but particularly in relation to environmental 
biosecurity matters, which are currently critically under-
resourced. 

The National Biosecurity Authority’s core function will be to 
administer Australia’s biosecurity legislation. This includes: 

 Imports permit decisions and assessments, and pre- 
and post- border entry of goods entering Australia 

 Certifying Australian exports  
 Management of quarantine facilities 
 Coordination of monitoring and surveillance of national 

priority exotic pests and diseases.  
 National emergency response coordination to 

incursions of pests and diseases.  
 Supporting the work of the National Biosecurity 

Commission. 

> OTHER PARTIES  

The Labor and Liberal parties have ignored the long-standing 
advice that Australia needs independent and expertise-led 
oversight and administration of our biosecurity system.  

In fact, the Labor Government’s current new biosecurity 
legislation makes the current system worse. For example, Labor 
would leave as optional standard procedures such as 
consultation with industry and the use of expertise for import 
risk assessments. The Liberal party has not supported the Beale 
review recommendations, leaving their Nationals colleagues at 
the mercy of an aggressive trade agenda rather than a system 
protecting the interests of Australia’s primary producers. 

The Katter Australia Party has no clear position on biosecurity, 
only saying it will impose greater restrictions on imports. If this 
is not done with credible scientific assessments, Australia’s 
exports will be threatened by countries taking reprisal action 
against us through the World Trade Organisation. 

 


