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As the old parties drag down Australia’s political conversation 
with negative sledging and indistinguishably cruel polices, young 
people are increasingly uninspired and disengaged by the 
political process.  
 
The Greens are standing up to turn this trend around, with a 
new plan to help young people get involved, influence the 
federal parliament, and gain the skills and confidence to 
become the next generation of Australian leaders. 
 
> A NATIONAL YOUTH PARLIAMENT 
LINKED WITH REAL POLITICAL POWER 

Young people have the capacity to contribute a wealth of 
energy and ideas to Australia’s governance and national 
priorities. Many young people are creative, informed and 
waiting for the chance to engage with our political leaders.  

The Australian Greens will establish and support a new National 
Youth Parliament to give young people from all backgrounds a 
chance to develop their political voice and skills. 

The National Youth Parliament will: 

 Open up the Federal Parliament on a sitting day for a special 
youth question time with Members and Senators. 

 Bring together 226 young people aged 15-21 from across the 
country. That’s 150 to work with the federal House of 
Representatives, and 76 to work with the Senate. 

 Link Australia’s most motivated young people with real 
political power, by holding the youth parliament within the 
sitting Federal Parliament, and featuring selection of young 
people and mentoring by elected MPs. 

 Engage with the wider Australian youth community through a 
strong focus on online community reporting and social media. 

 Be held over 2 days in Canberra, every parliamentary term, 
starting from 2014, during the spring sitting. 

> ACTIVE AND ENGAGED YOUNG 
PEOPLE  

 A Greens’ national youth poll run online in early 2013 showed 
that 82% of young people are interested in politics and current 
affairs, but 59% are frustrated and 28% are disappointed with 
the current political climate. Only 18% of young people believe 
their voices are adequately represented by mainstream media.
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The Greens care about the ability of young people to participate 
in public affairs and will stand up for smart initiatives to address 
these dismal findings. 

The Australian Youth Parliament builds on the success of similar 
politically–engaged initiatives overseas, including in New 
Zealand, and will provide young people with a chance to see 
how representative democracy works. Each young person will 
be selected by their local member or Senator, and will have a 
chance to learn from them by spending time in their office 
during the 2-day youth parliament summit in Canberra. 

Participants will debate and review legislation with real MPs 
present. The Greens will also encourage members of both the 
House of Representatives and the Senate to briefly suspend 
standing orders for a special showpiece Question Time, with 
young people in the chamber asking questions of their political 
representatives. 

> OPENING UP POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 
TO ALL YOUNG AUSTRALIANS 

The Australian Youth Parliament will build on the success of 
existing state and territory youth parliaments run annually by 
not-for-profit organisations.  We will provide Commonwealth 
funding of $1.5 million every three years to ensure social or 

ENGAGED, EMPOWERED YOUNG PEOPLE 
AUSTRALIAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT 
The Greens’ plan to give young people a platform for political engagement 

Young people are keen to contribute to the direction 
of Australian politics and policy, but feel shut out 
and disconnected as the old parties fight amongst 
themselves. The next generation is switching off 
from decisions that affect them. 
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economic barriers will not stop any young person from getting 
involved, regardless of their background or remote location. 

The funding will cover registration, supervision, travel, food and 
accommodation, as well as the production and distribution of a 
report into the event written by the young people and their 
mentor MPs. 

The Youth Parliament will be administered by a joint committee 
of MPs from across the parliament and incorporate a national 
awareness campaign to make sure young people from all walks 
of life know how to apply to their local Member or Senator if 
they want to participate. 

> POLITICS THAT APPEALS TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

The Greens’ youth poll found that 90% get a significant 
proportion of young people access their media online. That’s 
why the Youth Parliament will have a special mandate to reach 
out through online and social media to motivate and engage to 
the wider array of Australian youth.  

The Greens have high expectations of what issues the young 
people involved will investigate and highlight during the course 
of the program.  A survey from The Australia Institute showed 
that key issues for young people include secure work, marriage 
equality, global warming, university funding & housing.
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The Greens have put forward this plan for a multi-media Youth 
Parliament, run and promoted by the young people themselves, 
as a n inspiring and engaging way for young people to connect 
with politics on their own terms. 

The Greens will also encourage the Parliamentary Press Gallery 
to engage in a complementary mentoring program for young 
aspiring journalists and newsmakers to come to Parliament 
House and report on the Youth Parliament.  

The benefits of projects like this are enormous. The Greens are 
the only ones looking out for the next 50 years and standing up 
for the next generation of leaders. 

                                                           
i
 Finding from Australian Greens Youth Poll run online in early 2013. 
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