
MINSITER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

Senate Question No.  0316 

 

Senator Ludlam asked the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment, in writing, on 
19 March 2014: 

With reference to Munday Swamp located at the Perth Airport: 

(1) Why was Munday Swamp removed from the Register of the National Estate, and when did 
this occur? 

(2) Is the Minister aware of the outstanding indigenous and environmental heritage value of 
Munday Swamp and the associated bushland at Perth Airport?  

(3) Is the Minister aware of any potential impacts on the fragile ecosystem of Munday Swamp 
that may occur as a result of the proposed third runway to be added to Perth Airport? 

(4) Is the Minister aware that Munday Swamp is listed by the Australian Heritage Database as 
'valuable and diverse remnants of the southern rivers, Guildford and Bassendean central and 
south vegetation complexes, more than 90% of which are now cleared or heavily degraded'? 

(5) Is the Minister aware that Munday Swamp is described by the Australian Heritage Database 
as 'important as an unusual wetland type (a coloured wetland) , as an unusual vegetation 
community (melaleucarhaphiophylla) closed woodland on a lentic wetland, as waterbird 
breeding habitat (in the top 10% of metropolitan wetlands) and as a habitat for an unusually 
diverse invertebrate fauna (seventy-one species recorded) and one of the few lake 
populations of the western pygmy perch (edelia vittata) and the western minnow (galaxia 
occidentalis) in the Perth metropolitan area'? 

(6) Is the Minister aware that Munday Swamp contains the only known population of crowned 
snake (notechis coronatus) in the Perth region? 

(7) Considering its outstanding heritage values, will the Minister consider granting further 
protection to Munday Swamp and the associated bushland areas at Perth Airport? 

 

 

Senator Cormann: The Minister for the Environment has provided the following answer to the 
honourable senator’s question: 

(1) Munday Swamp was not removed from the Register of the National Estate (the Register).  

(2) The Minister is aware of the Register values for Munday Swamp.  

(3) Perth Airport is covered by the Airports Act 1996. Under this Act, a Major Development Plan 
(including environmental and ecological matters) must be prepared, considered and 
approved before any application is made.  

(4) The Australian Heritage Database is an information system providing data from the 
Australian Government's heritage lists. When the Register of National Estate was closed in 
2007 its information was maintained as a non-statutory archive for educational and 
information purposes and made publicly accessible online through the Australian Heritage 
Database. 
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(5) The Minister is aware of the Register entry for Munday Swamp. See answer to question (4). 

(6) See answer to question (5). 

(7) Munday Swamp has the Commonwealth protections noted above under the Airports Act and 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The Register entry for 
Munday Swamp refers to "regional significance". A place cannot be included in the National 
Heritage List unless it is found to be of "outstanding significance to the nation". 
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(5) The Minister is aware of the Register entry for Munday Swamp. See answer to question (4).

(6) See answer to question (5).

(7) Munday Swamp has the Commonwealth protections noted above under the Airports Act and the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The Register entry for Munday Swamp refers to "regional significance". A place cannot be included in the National Heritage List unless it is found to be of "outstanding significance to the nation".

